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New Documentary on 2004 Tsunami Sheds Light on Need for Long Term Disaster Recovery
Film to be shown at (LOCATION) on (DATE)

A new documentary called “Kepulihan: Stories from the Tsunami,” which addresses long-term disaster recovery by profiling three survivors of the 2004 tsunami in the Indian Ocean, is scheduled to be shown on (DATE) at (LOCATION). For more information about the screening event, please call (PHONE NUMBER).

Recent flooding in Pakistan affected more than two million people and left almost two million homeless, the January earthquake in Haiti that claimed more than 230,000 lives and an earthquake in Chile shortly thereafter reminded the world of the destruction caused by natural disasters. But all too soon the cameras moved on. The stories are more difficult to find.  After the initial shock of disaster, what happens next? 

Disaster recovery is a long-term and multilayered process. Long-term recovery is about helping individuals, families and entire communities make choices about how they reclaim a portion of life as it was before. It goes far beyond food, water and medicine. 

In this new, first-of-its-kind documentary, American filmmakers have documented the long road of recovery, as experienced by survivors of a similar disaster. It profiles people in Indonesia who are still walking the long road to recovery in the wake of the devastating tsunami that struck Southeast Asia in 2004. “Kepulihan: Stories of the Tsunami,” chronicles three lives during the four years immediately following that disaster, creating an intimate portrait of the long-term recovery process as the survivors tell their own stories, in their own words.

The film focuses on three individual subjects — Yadi, Damai and Mahmud — all of whom found their lives turned upside down in December of 2004, and are now, finally, beginning to see traces of happiness returning to their lives. Yadi is a farmer who lost his land and all 15 members of his family in the disaster, but thanks to a small seed grant, he is starting to plant again. Damai was a young woman dealing with the everyday concerns of career, family and love, until she became a paraplegic in the earthquake that caused the tsunami. For years, simple mobility was the singular worry in her life, but today, she’s once again thinking about a career, and starting her own family.  Mahmud is a fisherman and artist who lost half of his village and four of his children. Today he is finding peace in teaching the 
children who survived how to paint, giving them a creative outlet of expression to aid in their own healing process. 

The documentary was funded by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA), the long term disaster relief arm of the Presbyterian Church (USA). The long term nature of the recovery effort is the central point of the film, as well as of the work of PDA, as they send volunteers and resources to disaster zones around the globe.
###

For more information on the documentary, a media kit and to view the trailer, please visit the film website at www.thetsunamifilm.com. 

